By Willow McCloud |

The heart of a town is the central and
most important part in a small community
like ours. I could definitely name a few
sources of heart in Talent. Having grown
up in this area, I have seen and/or met a lot
of people who stand out a little brighter
than most for one reason or another: great
artists, great musicians, great poets, great
actors, great alternative free thinkers, great
activists, great inventors. All of these char-
acteristics, plus many more I did not men-
tion, are a big reason why so many people
are drawn to move here. Personally, the
heart types I love the most are the people
who show and share spirit for our commu-
nity and for life. They bring magic and
curiosity to life. They bring color and a
destination. They bring a familiarity of
soul, and most of all, they bring happi-
ness. People who live in a central location
of a town have a special opportunity to be
the heart of that town.

The Bahr-Brown house at 202 East
Main Street in the center of Talent, is lo-
cated near the community center, the skate
park, the City Hall, the historical society,
the library, and downtown businesses. It is
the center of many events, like the Harvest
Festival which takes place in a complete
circle around the home. The residents of
this historic home are Ray Kenton and
Betty Fitzsimmons. They can often be
seen on the front porch in a comfy chair,
watching and greeting the walkers passing
by.

This home is one of the more decorat-
ed houses in the area for the holidays. The
first thing I notice is the icicle lights strung
on the whole length of the white picket
fence. The front porch rains stars that
bring a colored dancing glow to the porch
at night. The big trees on either side of the
house light up the yard, and the decora-
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tions turn heads and give a take-a-minute
-to-take-it-all-in kind of feeling. Over
the years, these lights and decorations
have brought my kid and I a silent joy
every holiday. We usually park and walk
up, sharing a moment of quiet in the
frosty air in front of the picket fence and
magical porch. My kid’s eyes light up
like sunshine mapping out the whole
zone. As we stand there, I always won-
der what the people who live in the
home are like. Who has such kindred,
joyful spirits? Who is living in this his-
toric home? This year I couldn't take it
anymore, [ wanted to know more, and
our Talent Historical Society Board
Members did too. I found that Ray and
Betty are easy to feel right at home with.
They have love, humor, pride, goals and
are really enjoyable to sit with and talk.
Ray and Betty are both native locals.
Ray has been here from the very begin-
ning, as he was born in Talent. He grew
up just up the road on South Second
Street. His childhood home was a two-
story house originating from Camp
White that stood directly in front of the
elementary school playground. It burned
down years ago, and now another Camp
White house sits in its location. Ray

worked at one of the local mills, and later
at the Talent Walmart. Betty has had many
different jobs in the area and currently
works just down the street at our historic
bar, which is now called the Talent Club.
The two of them moved into this house
in 2007. They really loved the house and
did not want to live anywhere else. It just
felt like home and “heart”. The owner of
the Bahr-Brown house does not live in this
area anymore, but Ray and Betty take good
care of the house and make the most out of
being part of the heart of Talent. The first
thing I wanted to know was why? Why do
you decorate so brightly and vibrantly,
what is your inspiration? Why do you put
so much effort into it? And the obvious,
how much does your power bill go up?
How do you afford it? Ray’s answer was
one I completely resonated with, “My in-
spiration comes from that house that used
to be on Talent Avenue.” To this day, that
house (no longer there) is still my all-time
favorite decorated house from over the
years. You may remember it too. That
house went all out with lights, and decora-
tions on the front and the back side of the
house, even the windows had displays in
them. They were located near Creel on the
south side of Talent. Toward the end, cars
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